Monday, January 9, 2017

President Barack Obama

United States of America

president@whitehouse.gov
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500 USA

Dear Mr. President:

“It is better that ten guilty persons escape than that one innocent suffer.”  — Sir William Blackstone

Please consider the above wisdom proffered by one of history’s great legal minds so long ago, and grant clemency to Leonard Peltier without further delay, for three reasons. 

The first being, that a reasonable conclusion by many legal experts who closely follow his case is that Mr. Peltier never received a fair trial, and has never been granted a request for a new one. In the interest of fairness under our constitution, he must be released (or at least granted a new trial).

The second reason is that you will find many cases where convicted murderers who have received fair trials and whose guilt has been established beyond reasonable doubt have been quietly paroled and returned to society, after serving less time than the 41 years that Mr. Peltier has served. Given that Mr. Peltier’s case remains controversial and does nothing to enhance international respect for our justice system, after 41 years, he must be released.

Third, to release Mr. Peltier is an act of mercy. His clemency petition details his medical issues that are sound reasons to grant clemency to any inmate.

Keeping Mr. Peltier incarcerated under the above conditions is a moral stain upon American justice. I plead for you to remove this moral stain and grant clemency to Mr. Peltier, in accordance with the Constitution of the United States of America, the Canadian Bill of Rights and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   Yours very truly,

Sincerely, 
[signature] Name/Address/email & phone number
