Monday, January 9th, 2017

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau

Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A2 

Re: Leonard Peltier’s Appeal for Executive Clemency and/or Commutation of Sentence 

Dear Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,


We are urgently appealing for your endorsement and strong recommendation to President Obama that he grant clemency and/or commutation of the sentence to Leonard Peltier, a Native American indigenous prisoner who has served more than 40 years in maximum-security prisons, falsely extradited from Canada, and wrongly convicted in the United States.


The late Hon. Warren Allmand, O.C., Q.C., Solicitor General of Canada in Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau’s government spent four decades examining the facts and circumstances of Leonard’s extradition and his wrongful imprisonment.  


He petitioned Members of Parliament, Justice Ministers, and the Canadian government to find remedies, including issuing a call to nullify the extradition and other diplomatic remedies.  He personally appealed to the American Pardon Attorney and two or more Presidents of the United States to grant Leonard Peltier a pardon, clemency or commutation of sentence.


Canada’s Justice Minister Jody Wilson-Raybould has recently confirmed that the extradition was legally conducted on the basis of sufficient evident. However, Mr. Allmand and expert legal authorities have examined the very same evidence as the Justice Minister. All agree that there was no evidence, circumstantial or otherwise, to warrant the extradition. A young Indian woman was coerced by the FBI into signing three false and contradictory affidavits that she was an eyewitness to the shootings when in fact this never occurred and was admitted to be false by federal agents.
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 Prime Minister Trudeau, 40 years ago, American Justice Officials assured Canada’s Minister of Justice that Leonard Peltier would receive a fair trial.  This did not happen. After 40 years, his conviction for first-degree murder has never been proven. U.S. government prosecutors were forced to admit that they could not and did not prove that he actually shot the agents.  His conviction was then changed to “aiding and abetting” (felony murder) without Mr. Peltier ever having been brought to trial on that charge.


Leonard Peltier was part of a civil rights movement of indigenous people who were reclaiming their cultural, land and treaty rights. He and others responded to a call by the traditional Lakota people to help protect and defend their families from a corrupt tribal government in a civil war that raged on the Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota from 1973 to 1976.  More than 64 Native American people were killed. FBI agents colluded with the tribal council and their vigilante goon squad in suppressing civil rights opposition by any means.  


Mr. Peltier is now 72 years old and is in poor health. He is suffering from diabetes and an abdominal aortic aneurysm that can burst at any time. He is housed in maximum-security conditions without relief of a transfer to a lower rated facility closer to his home. His sentence has not been adjusted to the lesser charge of aiding and abetting which is cruel and unusual punishment. He will likely not live to see his next parole date in 2024. 


On Dec. 6, 2016, The Hon. Thomas Mulcair, leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada, sent his letter in support of clemency to President Obama. Other supporters include the Canadian Bar Association, Nobel Laureates Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the late Nelson Mandela, the UNHRC, the European Parliament, Amnesty International, the Canadian Labour Congress, national unions, and thousands upon thousands of concerned Canadians from across Canada over the years.

 Prime Minister Trudeau, we appeal for your urgent recommendation to President Obama to grant clemency for Leonard Peltier. It is a just and fair remedy to promote good faith and reconciliation between our countries and First Nations peoples.

Sincerely, 
[Signature] 
Name/Address/email & phone number
